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! ALBANIA: The 1998 Constitution, article 23: 1) The right to information is guaranteed; 2) Everyone has the
right, in compliance with law, to get information about the activity of state organs, as well as of persons who
exercise state functions; 3) Everybody is given the possibility to follow the meetings of collectively elected
organs." ; Constitution of Albania, 1998

BELGUIM: Article 32 of the Constitution was amended in 1993 to include a right of access to records held by
the government: "Everyone has the right to consult any administrative document and to have a copy made,
except in the cases and conditions stipulated by the laws, decrees, or rulings referred to in Article 134.";
Constitution of Belgium, 1994
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¥ BULGARIA: The Constitution of 1991, Article 41 states: (1) everyone shall be entitled to seek, receive and
impart information. This right shall not be exercised to the detriment of the rights and reputation of others, or
to the detriment of national security, public order, public health and morality; (2) Citizens shall be entitled to
obtain information from state bodies and agencies on any matter of legitimate interest to them which is not a
state or other secret prescribed by law and does not affect the rights of others; Constitution of the Republic of
Bulgaria of 13 July 1991

GEORGIA: The Constitution of Georgia includes two provisions specifying a right of access to information.
Article 37 (5): "Individuals have the right to complete, objective and timely information on their working and
living conditions.”. Article 41:"1) Every citizen has the right according to the law to know information about
himself which exists in state institutions as long as they do not contain state, professional or commercial secrets,
as well as with official records existing there. 2) Information existing in official papers connected with health,
finances or other private matters of an individual are not available to other individuals without the prior consent
of the affected individual, except in cases determined by law, when it is necessary for the state and public
security, defense of health, rights and freedoms of others."; Constitution of the Republic of Georgia

> GREECE: Article 10(3) of the Constitution provides for a limited right of access: "A request for information
shall oblige the competent authority to reply, provided the law thus stipulates."; Constitution of Greece.
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® PORTUGAL: The Constitution has included a right of access to information since 1976. Article 268 of the1989
Constitution states: 1) Citizens are entitled to be informed by the Public Service, when they so require, about the
progress of proceedings in which they are directly interested and to know the final decisions that are taken with
respect to them; 2) Citizens shall also enjoy the right to have access to administrative records and files, subject to
the legal provisions with respect to internal and external security, investigation of crime and personal privacy; 3)
Administrative action shall be notified to interested parties in the manner prescribed by law; it shall be based on
stated and accessible substantial grounds when it affects legally protected rights or interests; 4) Interested parties
are guaranteed effective protection of the courts for their legally protected rights or interests, including
recognition of these rights or interests, challenging any administrative action, regardless of its form, that affects
these, enforcing administrative acts that are legally due and adopting appropriate protective measures; 5)
Citizens are also entitled to object against administrative regulations that have external validity and that are
damaging to their legally protected rights or interests; 6) For the purposes of paragraphs 1 and 2, the law shall fix
the maximum period within which the Public Service must respond. Constitution of the Portuguese Republic,
1997

" TURKEY: The article 26 (As amended on October 17, 2001) of the constitution sates: 1) Everyone has the right
to express and disseminate his thoughts and opinion by speech, in writing or in pictures or through other media,
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individually or collectively. This right includes the freedom to receive and impart information and ideas without
interference from official authorities. This provision shall not preclude subjecting transmission by radio,
television, cinema, and similar means to a system of licensing; 2) The exercise of these freedoms may be
restricted for the purposes of protecting national security, public order and public safety, the basic characteristics
of the Republic and safeguarding the indivisible integrity of the State with its territory and nation, preventing
crime, punishing offenders, withholding information duly classified as a state secret, protecting the reputation
and rights and private and family life of others, or protecting, professional secrets as prescribed by law, or
ensuring the proper functioning of the judiciary; 3) The formalities, conditions and procedures to be applied in
exercising the right to expression and dissemination of thought shall be prescribed by law. The constitution of
Turkey>

&  PHILIPPINS: The right to information was first included in the 1973 Constitution and was expanded in the
current 1987 Constitution. Article 111, Section 7, states: “The right of the people to information of matters of
public concern shall be recognized. Access to official records and documents, and papers pertaining to official
acts, transactions, or decisions as well as to government research data used as basis for policy development, shall
be afforded the citizen, subject to such limitations as may be provided by law.”; Constitution of Philippines
amended 1987

THAILAND: Section 48 (bis) of the Constitution states: “Persons shall have the right to receive information or
news from the government agency or state agency or public enterprise in order to check the performance of the
government official or state official when such matter have or may have effects on the life of such persons as the
law provided.”; Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand, B.E. 2534 (1991),
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PAKISTAN: The Constitution of Pakistan does not expressly give a right of access to information. Article 19
States: "Every citizen shall have the right to freedom of speech and expression, and there shall be freedom of
the press, subject to any reasonable restrictions imposed by law in the interest of the glory of Islam or the
integrity, security or defense of Pakistan or any part thereof, friendly relations with foreign States, public order,
decency or morality, or in relation to contempt of court, commission of or incitement to an offence.";
Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan.

SOUTH AFRICA: Section 32 of the South African Constitution of 1996 states:1) Everyone has the right of
access to — (a) any information held by the state, and; (b) any information that is held by another person and that
is required for the exercise or protection of any rights; 2) National legislation must be enacted to give effect to
this right, and may provide for reasonable measures to alleviate the administrative and financial burden on the
state."; The Constitution of the Republic of South Africa, Act 108 of 1996,

UGANDA: Article 41 Constitution states 1) every citizen has a right of access to information in the possession
of the State or any other organ or agency of the State except where the release of the information is
likely to prejudice the security or sovereignty of the State or interfere with the right to the privacy of any other
person; 2) Parliament shall make laws prescribing the classes of information referred to in clause (1) of this
article and the procedure for obtaining access to that information."; See Image Consult, The State of the Right of
Access to Information in Uganda, March 2004.
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3 COLOMBIA: The Constitution provides for a right of access to government records. Article 74 states “Every
person has a right to access to public documents except in cases established by law.” Article 15 provides a right
of “habeas data” that allows individuals to access information about themselves held by public and private
bodies. Article 78 regulates consumer product information, and Article 112 allows political parties the right of
“access to official information and documentation”. Article 23 provides for the mechanism to demand
information, "Every person has the right to present petitions to the authorities for the general or private interest
and to secure their prompt resolution."; Constitution of Colombia, 1991.

" MEXICO: The Constitution was amended in 1977 to include a right of freedom of information. Article 6 says in
part, “the right of information shall be guaranteed by the state”. The Supreme Court made a number of decisions
further enhancing that right; Constitucion Politica de los Estados Unidos Mexicanos.
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